Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.053; wR factor = 0.168; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.2.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 9 H 8 N 2 O 4 , contains two crystallographically independent molecules, both of which adopt an E configuration about the C C bond. In the crystal, the molecules stack into columns along the c axis throughinteractions, with centroid-centroid distances of 3.695 (3) and 3.804 (3) Å . The columns are further connected into a three-dimensional network by C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Related literature
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 .
Data collection: PROCESS-AUTO (Rigaku, 2006) ; cell refinement: PROCESS-AUTO; data reduction: CrystalStructure (Rigaku, 2007); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999). Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound with the atomic labeling scheme; displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. supplementary materials sup-2 
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